Rapid and simple assay for feruloyl and p-coumaroyl esterases.
A rapid, simple and sensitive method for detection of ferulic and p-coumaric acids using HPLC has been developed which can be used to determine the respective phenolic acid esterase activities of microorganisms. Prior concentration, purification or derivatization of the samples are not required. As little as 0.5 mg ferulic or p-coumaric acid/I could be detected and estimated in < 1 h. The method is specific for the two phenolic acids sice no interference by other components was observed.